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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF PEDAGOGIC ACTIVITY 

OF VASILIEF. 



By HUGH A. MILLER, Kazan, Russia. 



Having read in your magazine [November, 1897] the biography of Alex- 
ander Vasilievitch Vaeilief, and gathering from that article the estimation in 
which he is held, I thought that the American mathematical world might be in- 
terested to hear of the celebration by the Professor of his twenty-fifth year of 
pedagogic activity, at the ceremony in connection with which I had the honor to 
be present. 

On the 12th of December, the day of the anniversary, The Volga Messen- 
ger, one of the principal papers of Kazan, wrote an article in praise of Vasilief. 
It spoke of him as a man of science, as a professor, and also as an active spirit 
in public life. 

As a man of science Alexander Vasilievitch was possessed of remarkable 
knowledge in all branches of his subject, and moreover not content with possess- 
ing that knowledge, he had striven to impart it to his fellowmen by means of 
books, pamphlets, and public lectures ; of special value were his works on Lo- 
batchefsky, Tchebeshef, and Auguste Comte. 

As a professor he had taken the interests of all students to heart, and in 
his endeavor to improve their minds, he had inspired them with a love 
for science, and by his personal influence kept burning the sacred fire of 
enthusiasm. 

As an active spirit in public life, Vasilief had always done his best to for- 
ward the interests of society at large, especially devoting hisattention to the 
wants and requirements of the masses, and directing his efforts to the raising of 
their intellectual and economical condition. 

His speeches on that subject had shown broad and progressive views, and 
had always met with the highest approval. 

Telegrams from all parts of Eussia and Europe had been pouring in since 
the eve, and by 12 noon on the day itself the inhabitants of Kazan began to ar- 
rive in order to congratulate Vasilief in person. 

Among the first to come was a deputation of mathematical students, rep- 
resenting all four courses ; they bore an address bound in a handsome leather 
cover. The address was "To A. V. Vasilief on the occasion of the celebration of 
of his 25th .year of pedagogic activity," and while expressing the inability of the 
students duly to appreciate his work as a man of science and as an active spirit 
in public life, hoped to convey to Vasilief their feelings towards him as a man 
and as a professor. It was indeed a stroke of good fortune which gave them the 
honor to congratulate the professor, and in doing so they felt in truth, that they 
were only the representatives of many former pupils, whose voice tho' unheard 
lent its approval to the sentiments expressed in the address. Students in all 
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corners of Russia owing their knowledge to Alexander Vasilievitch would 
remember him on this eventful day, and would join with them and the audience 
in wishing him a prolongation of his activity in the future. 

The Rector of the University then paid his tribute of respect to the 
talents, energy, and work of Professor Vasilief. To him was due the high stan- 
dard of mathematics maintained in the University, and also the revival of the 
memory of Lobatchefsky. 

A deputation of the Physico-Mathematical Society then came forward to 
congratulate the learned professor; the spokesman was the dean of the mathe- 
matical faculty, and before beginning his address he handed Vasilief a -medal 
commemorating his election as honorary member of the society of which Alex- 
ander Vasilievitch is already president. 

The dean then expressed it as his opinion, that Vasilief s unparalleled 
activity in the Physico-Mathematical Society could hardly be sufficiently appre- 
ciated. Under his auspices the society which formerly existed as a branch of 
the Natural Science Society became an independent body, and it was due to his 
energy that this body had become famous in the world of science. 

Its new existence had been marked by the appearance, thanks to Vasilief, 
of periodical editions of the Society's Magazine. 

He had besides organized public lectures on the system of the "University 
Extension," and needless to say they were crowned with brilliant success. But 
his chief service to science consisted in his rescuing Lobachefsky from undeserv- 
ed oblivion, and handing his name down to posterity. Highly appreciating all 
these services which left behind them ineffaceable traces the "Physico-Mathe- 
matical Society had resolved to express its gratitude by hanging the portrait of 
Alexander Vasilievitch in the Lobatchevsky Library, as the portrait of its chief 
founder and active supporter." 

The numerous congratulatory letters and telegrams were then read out. 
They came from nearly all. Russian mathematical professors, from all Russian 
mathematical societies, and also from numerous friends and admirers in various 
parts of Europe. Amongst the number was one from the St. Petersburg peda- 
gogue Shochor-Troitsky : "We honor," wrote the professor, "not only the 
mathematician who thinks in a philosophical and historical manner, but a man 
of initiative who will never be forgotton in the history of Russian mathematics." 
JCasan, Russia, January IS, 1900. 



